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provides habitat second only to

undisturbed habitat

100% product purity required

(other standards like organic, can

be labeled with minimum of 30% of

actual product)

Full-shade coffee should taste

better, because the beans ripen

slower than full-sun coffees.

Bird Friendly Coffee



"To me, the top three threats to birds 
overall are habitat loss, habitat loss 
and habitat loss. We are losing the 

battle, acre by acre."
 

Ken Rosenburg of the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology



"This is the only bird whose note affects me 
like music. It lifts and exhilarates me. It is 

inspiring. It changes all hours to an eternal 
morning"

 
1853 Henry David Thoreau



Wood Thrush populations have declined 

by over 50% over the past 50 years.



2016

Peter Marra - Head of the Smithsonian Migratory Bird Center
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2016

Peter Marra - Head of the Smithsonian Migratory Bird Center

 

Rusty blackbirds have 

plunged by 90%

Warbler populations are 

down by 40%



How Does Coffee Consumption Contribute?

Coffee is one the largest agricultural commodities

traded around the world.

Over 2.25 billion cups of coffee are consumed in the

world every day.

 

Ponte, Stefano. "The 'Latte Revolution- Regulation, Markets and Consumption in the Global Coffee 
Chain". World Development.



How Does Coffee Consumption Contribute?

Over 90% of coffee

production takes place

in developing

countries - mostly

South America, while

consumption happens

mainly in the

industrialized

economies.

It is an enormous part of

the landscape in the

tropics.

Ponte, Stefano. "The 'Latte Revolution- Regulation, Markets and Consumption in the Global Coffee 
Chain". World Development.



1300 tons of coffee imported to the US in 2005. 

And this number has only gone up! - USDA



How Does Coffee Consumption Contribute?

Global coffee production is growing by about 2%

annually, by a mean of  159,000 tons per year, since

1989.

The yearly increase in coffee plantations is likely to

be well in excess of 100,000 ha yr.

Global Coffee Production and Land Use Change  P.S. BAKER - 2014



A recent report released by the 

Climate Institute reveals that 

increasing temperatures and extreme 

weather events will cut the global 

areas suitable for coffee production 

by up to 50% by 2050.

Coffee is not only doing birds in, 
it's doing itself in.

TROUBLE IS BREWING: CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACTS ON COFFEE PRODUCTION
Climate Council - September 2016



For over 100 years, full and partial shade farming was the norm.
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Birds and Beans Website
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For over 100 years, full and partial shade farming was the norm.

However, in recent years there has been a boom in the industry

that has resulted in most forests being cleared. Now less than 40%

of coffee farms remain in true shade and organic.

Full-sun farms elicit a higher yield and require less

management.

This creates more profits for CEOs.

How Coffee Got Off Track

Birds and Beans Website

coffee



Cheaper coffee also has an affect on coffee 

plantation workers. Workers must move to find 

work and fair wages as this increased demand for 

coffee has lead to lower standards. 

Some companies pay workers more to encourage 

full-shade coffee farming.

Cheaper Coffee, Unfair Trade

Birds and Beans Website
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The Rise of Bird-Friendly Coffee

In 2016 there were approximately 35 bird friendly 

farms around the world, producing 10 million 

pounds of coffee year.

Most bird-friendly coffees come from Northern 

Mexico down to Peru, but recently certifications 

have been added in Ethiopia and Thailand.



Ethiopia

Yellow-throated 

Seedeater

Thailand

Gurney's Pitta


